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I. Introduction 
 

Loudoun Golf & Country Club is a special place.  The Club is unique in so many ways… the lack of pretentiousness, the informality of the 

Membership, and the property’s topographic variety and natural features encountered during the round.  

The round of golf is memorable.  It is visually stimulating.  It is both exciting and memorable (an understatement on so many holes!).  However, 

The Loudoun golf experience is not flawless.  The Master Plan improvements outlined within these pages aim to surgically improve the property’s 

deficiencies.  The Master Plan strives to not change the fundamental intent, challenge, or concept of the course or even any individual hole.  Instead, 

it is respectful of the golf course that the Membership now enjoys.  While working within the framework of the existing course routing and hole 

designs, the plan identifies and then enhances the property’s strengths all while simultaneously improving upon its rectifiable weaknesses.  Not only 

is this restrained approach best for the property, it is financially responsible as well. 

It has been McDonald Design Group’s pleasure to prepare this vision of improvement for Loudoun Golf & Country Club.  The Club is a special 

place, enjoyed by a special Membership that represents the spirit and comradery of a great golf club.  McDonald is excited to take part in this 

improvement program and we are excited at the possibilities that exist. 

  

 

A special thank you is owed to Mr. Chris Hinesley, Mr. Glenn McCloskey, and Mr. Thom Rochford.  Their hospitality, input, and advice is greatly appreciated.  Their long 

tenured service to the Club, their knowledge of the property, and their insight has been invaluable during the creation of this document.   

Clarence & Gertrude Robey, Loudoun Golf  & Country Club’s founders. 

#3 Green 1930’s,  Today’s #12 Green. Loudoun’s Original Clubhouse, Today’s Pro Shop. 

#7 Tee  1930’s, Today’s #1 Tee. 



 

 4 



 

 5 

II. Master Plan Components 

Greens 

 

The Loudoun Golf & Country Club’s greens are excellent. Their size, orientation, and undulations provide the perfect complement to the round of golf. The green 

surfaces at Loudoun have remained relatively unchanged since their construction. The Master Plan does not outline significant changes to the greens because no such 

changes are needed (yes, there is a significant difference between a change and an improvement!). The Master Plan’s conservative approach to the greens will help 

protect their charm for future generations. 

 

All the golf course greens may benefit from proposed improvements outside of the collars including: 

 -Selective Tree Removal 

 The Club has made considerable progress recently enhancing the growing environment for the putting surfaces, but a bit more can be done in this area. 

 Selective tree work will not only further improve sunlight for the turf, but also will improve air circulation and root competition issues as well. Visually, 

 removing excessive framing around the greens will best support the historic feel of the property while altering the depth perception into the greens for the 

 players. 

 -Green Surround Regrading 

 The recontouring of the green surrounds will facilitate multiple improvements. A variety of recovery shot angles and stances can be achieved through modest 

 regrading around the green. This work will also alleviate surface drainage issues, beautify each complex, as well as provide enhanced access to the greens 

 complex. Regrading will also accommodate for proposed bunkering schemes detailed previously.  

 -Rough Sod Replacement 

 Many Clubs in the Mid-Atlantic region have undertaken similar grassing programs. The new rough grass will provide more predictable lies surrounding the 

 greens and will visually enhance the greensites with a more uniform and lush stand of grass. Please note that the new irrigation system installation should be 

 undertaken prior to the sodding of the rough surround grass to ensure that the Club can protect this investment. 

 -Cart Path Alteration 

 Repositioning select cart paths further away from the green surfaces to improve both the playability and aesthetics of the green surrounds.   

 -Turf Fan Installation 

  Select areas of the golf course suffer from poor air movement, even with no tree issues. Turf fans will help provide an improved growing environment for the 

 green surface. 

Shade cast by trees prevent green’s turf to thrive, blocking essential air 
movement and sunlight that the turf requires to thrive. 

Many of the grading issues around the greens are a product of the initial 
construction of the golf course, as well as past attempts to direct water around 

the greens. These areas create unfriendly lies for all players. 

Installing green’s fans will assist in providing an improved growing 
environment for greens turf. 
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The Master Plan outlines a program to modestly expand many of the greens, recapturing lost green square footage. Overtime, greens begin to 

shrink due to inconsistent mowing patterns. This improvement not only reclaims these areas but provided added cupping space. In some 

cases, greens will be expanded modestly to create more challenging pin positions. For example, the right-rear portion of Hole #16 green will 

be expanded to provide more challenging pin positions, with the right greenside bunker guarding this new section of the green. Hole #8 

green will be modestly expanded in the front, creating a false front to provide players with a view of the green from the fairway bellow.  These 

expansions will also re-establish a more traditional “blocky” shape to the greens (in contrast to the current oval shapes that have evolved over 

time). 

 

The Master Plan does propose green construction to the practice facility greens that are outlined elsewhere within this document, though the 

existing Short Game Area green will be left unaltered.  

Irregular mowing patters have caused greens to shrink in areas, creating stress on the rest of the green by removing valuable 
pinnable green area. 

The Master Plan’s green expansion program not only reclaims lost green square footage, but it will provide the opportunity for new and challenging pin positions throughout the round. 
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Tees 

 

The Master Plan outlines a comprehensive tee improvement plan. The renovated teeing areas (and surrounds) will be addressed for many differing reasons: 

 -The current circular shape of the teeing areas do not efficiently utilize the needed teeing space for each hole. Formalizing the teeing areas into more rectangular shapes provides more teeing space, spreading out divot pressure for 

 each tee. 

 -Tees may be renovated to provide an improved playing angle into the fairway or green. 

 -Yardage is being increased for Blue Tee players by a total of 92 yards through the construction of nine new Blue Teeing areas. 

 -Forward tee(s) are to be constructed on all but two holes. These improvements create more playable golf holes, larger and more refined surfaces, and preferred playing angles into the fairways for higher handicap players. 

 -While tees are renovated, select cart paths will also be modified to complement the new complexes. In total, 17 paths will be renovated near teeing areas to improve the beauty and traffic flow surrounding the tees. 

 

The Master Plan increased the scorecard yardage differential by 686 yards through the selective lengthening and shortening of individual teeing areas which increases the spread by 35% over the existing conditions. By exaggerating the 

spread, the enjoyment of the golf course for the Club’s longest and shortest hitters will be improved.  

 

The Master Plan is anticipating a phased implementation program. Tee construction is a perfect “piecemeal” improvement that can be plugged into multiple years of improvements. In contrast, the renovated bunkers should be completed 

in a relatively short period of time to ensure consistency in playability and styling. 

The existing tees do not efficiently utilize the needed teeing space for each hole, causing a great deal of divot pressure. 

Reconstructing the tee complex on Hole #8 not only provides ample teeing space, but will also shift each tee to provide an improved line of play into the fairway landing area. The new Gold Tee 
will blend in gracefully with the leading edge of the fairway, providing a friendlier line of play for High-Handicap Players. 

The newly constructed Blue & White Tees will be shifted to the right, providing a more challenging angle of play into the fairway for Low Handicap Players. High Handicap Players will be 
provided a more friendly angle into the fairway landing area. 
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Fairways 

 

The fairways at Loudoun Golf & County Club are special. They lay upon some of the most interesting, varied, and rumpled topography that exists in 

Northern Virginia. These landforms are visually spectacular and add to the challenge of the layout because so few flat lies are drawn by the player. The 

player must negotiate these canting lies for their approach shots but must also plan for the exaggerated run-out from the tee on so many of Loudoun’s 

sloped fairways.  

 

Agronomically, Loudoun’s fairways can be supported with an improved irrigation system during time of drought (the Club’s irrigation system is covered 

elsewhere) and improved drainage during wetter periods. Fairway drainage improvements are planned for 10 of Loudoun’s golf holes. These improvements 

include piping (both perforated and solid) drain inlets, and surface re-grading to facilitate water movement. These drainage improvements capture and direct 

surface flow underground in pipes as soon as possible when it is practical. The improvements also “wick” the soil to alleviate extended periods of super-

saturated turf conditions as well, effectively quickening the recovery time following the storm event. Managing the Mid-Atlantic’s seemingly increasing 

weather extremes will provide an improved fairway playing surfaces during every season through these infrastructure investments. The result will be firmer, 

more predictable fairway conditioning.  

 

The Master Plan does create vision for modest adjustments to the fairway boundaries. The intent of these selective improvements is to either widen short-

hitter’s landing zones (e.g. Hole #1) to promote playability without effecting the challenge of the long hitters, or to influence thoughtful and strategic play 

for all players. (e.g. Hole #16). Regardless, the course’s existing fairway turf is to be harvested and re-installed elsewhere where it can have a greater 

playability impact without dramatically increasing required maintenance inputs. 

Hole #16’s widened fairway will not only provide 
an enlarged landing area for High-Handicap 

Players, but will allow Low-Handicap Players the 
option to play a safe tee shot depending on the day’s 

pin position. 

Lengthening the leading edge of Hole #1 
fairway provides High-Handicap Players 

a more receptive landing area. The 
proposed grading and drainage work will 
also create a more friendly landing area 

for all players. 

Fairways such as Hole #4 & #13 currently suffer from poor surface drainage, whether it be from concentrated surface drainage (#4), or from 
low-lying areas. The proposed fairway drainage illustrated in the Master Plan will help improve turf conditions, providing healthier turf, while 

also creating a more friendly landing area off the tee.  
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Fairway Approaches 

 

The greens at Loudoun Golf & Country Club provide a stiff challenge for even the most accomplished player. In turn, it is vital that the fairway approaches be 

developed to best showcase the beauty and strategy of the green surfaces. The Master Plan looks to improve the fairway approaches on a total of 16 golf holes. 

 

Select approach adjustments are intended to facilitate an improved ground game for players running their ball onto the green. This is an ideal change to improve the 

enjoyment of the course for the shorter hitter all while not making the course overly easy for the longer/more accomplished players, whom in general play an aerial 

approach game into the greens. Approaches are widened in this manner, for example, on holes #1 and #2. Please note that many approaches will be widened, although 

more modestly, immediately next to each bunker to complement the more abrupt bunker face design.  

 

Some fairway approaches are being widened to facilitate a “smart miss” option for the player. This means that a player may elect to not challenge a greenside hazard, 

and instead positions their ball to a side of the green (short-left or short-right) to gain a recovery shot advantage on the next swing. This concept is key for average 

bogey-golf players by allowing that player to incorporate strategy into their round of golf as well even if they are unable to reach the green in regulation. These rather 

“friendly” fairway expansions occur on numerous holes including: 

 Hole #1: Right-side expansion, in conjunction with the right greenside bunker removal 

 Hole #16: Left-side expansion, in conjunction with the revised bunkering/hole redesign 

 Hole #17: Left-side expansion, in conjunction with the revised bunkering scheme 

Like an expert billiards player leaving the cue ball with an ideal angle for the next shot, widening fairway approaches at 
Loudoun Golf & Country Club will promote the same thoughtful play. Widening the approach on Hole #14 would create a great 

variety in shot selection while preserving the unique green setting. 

Previous work on Hole #9 illustrates how expanded 
approaches will complement the more abrupt bunker face design 

highlighted in the Master Plan. 

The proposed approach expansion on Hole #16 will not only provide longer hitters 
an avenue to play a left-to-right tee shot into the green, but will also allow high-

handicap players a “safe route” around the new fairway bunker complex to the right. 
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Fairway approach run-offs are also included to create a short-cut turf hazard that will propel the ball further from the putting surface if missed on the improper 

side of the green. These “hurting” fairway approach expansions are ideal hazards because they allow the ball to be bumped (with a low-lofted club) or even 

putted back up to the green by high-handicappers but present numerous options for better players to make a proper club selection given the situation. A new 

bold fairway run-off is to be introduced alongside the left side of the 6th green that will provide this exact sporty recovery shot variety. The expanded approach 

on Hole #14 will create a wide variety of these recovery shots for all players to enjoy. 

 

Oftentimes, golf holes at Loudoun come into close proximity to one another, or other features of the property. The Master Plan strives to promote 

connectivity by blending adjacent golf features together through attractive grassing patterns. The new fairway run-off on Hole #4 will soon blend seamlessly 

with the renovated 5th teeing ground and the 14th’s expanded right approach will soon blend in with 15’s renovated teeing space. Formal lawn features will also 

be introduced to enhance the connectivity between the golf course and the clubhouse. The rear bail-out area on #9 will blend in with the back lawn of the 

clubhouse, while the expanded left approach on Hole #2 will create magnificent views, while creating connectivity between the course and the clubhouse area.  

Fairway approach connectors are a great way to enhance the connectivity between holes, especially those that are in close proximity to each other (Holes #7 & #8 above, Holes #4 & #5 below). 

The left expansion of Hole #6 approach will create a “hurting” fairway approach, forcing 
the Lower-Handicap player to execute a more difficult recovery shot, while allowing High-

Handicap players the option to either bump or putt balls up to the putting surface. 
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Bunkers 

 

Bunker improvements are perhaps the most impactful component of the Loudoun Golf & Country Club Master Plan vision for the players. While a new irrigation 

system may be the most important, new bunkering will transform the experience. Why so important? Despite the bunkering’s relatively small blueprint, the sand hazards 

impact so many aspects of the golf experience. The bunkers impact the aesthetics of the property by offering visual framing and contrast. Styled correctly, the bunkers 

can add to the historic charm of the property. Properly placed, the bunkers can enhance the strategic decision-making requirements and options for the player leading 

to an exciting round of golf. Placed improperly, they can add aggravation and frustration to a high-handicap player. Built properly, the bunkers can lead to consistent, 

fair, and satisfying lies and stances. Properly built bunkers can also make a tremendous change to the maintenance inputs and procedure that are required by the 

maintenance staff.  

  

Currently, the Loudoun bunkers are challenged with shortcomings including: 

-Providing playability and maintenance consistency for the player is currently difficult.  This is primarily due to contaminated sand and poor drainage. 

-The bunkers do not properly relate to adjacent features due to location or elevation issues (greens and fairways). 

-The current styling of the bunkers does not compliment your traditional golf course design 

-Lower bunker edges have built up overtime due to the entering and existing of maintenance machines, creating a “volcano effect” around the lower sections of the 

bunkers.  

-Due to the elevation change throughout the course, the bunker sand is often blind to the player, limiting the hazard’s visual impact. 

-The current bunkering does not properly define and frame the outer edge of the green surfaces (primarily on uphill approach shots). 

-Some bunkers are positioned in undesirable strategic locations. 

-Some bunker placements/sizes are rather formulaic throughout the course.  

The Master Plan’s objective is to create bunkers that are simultaneously playable, maintainable, and strategic. Accomplishing all three goals is not necessarily easy to 

achieve, but it is necessary to create a successful set of hazards. The construction techniques outlined in the subsequent pages have been developed to improve these 

current deficiencies. 

The existing bunkers at Loudoun suffer from a number of issues, from their strategic locations, their non-traditional styling, and infrastructure problems. The Master Plan strives to implement a new bunkering scheme that complements the traditional look of the golf course, 
provides a more strategic element to each hole, and also provides improved functionality to each bunker, aiding in the day-to-day maintenance and providing a more consistent and playable hazard for golfers. 



 

 12 

The playability, consistency, and maintenance concerns are the target of these improvements. To 

summarize, lowering and flattening the bunker floors and maximizing the sand bevel at 12” will reduce 

the potential for sand washouts.  This sand bevel will be strong enough to channel balls back toward 

the center of the hazard for improved playability.  Flattening the bunker floors and lowering the 

foreground of the bunker will not only improve access into the bunker for players and maintenance 

staff but will improve playability and maintenance requirements.  These flat bunker floors will provide a 

traditional appearance for the overall golf experience.  

 

The key to the successful renovation of bunkers is balancing the artistic impact of the bunkers with 

their functionality. Luckily, the Master Plan’s bunker construction scheme will allow for aesthetic 

improvements simultaneously. The lowering of the bunker floors will create grass faces, improving the 

visual definition and framing through shadowing. Please understand that these steep banks are not the 

easiest to maintain, so the length of the banks (specifically in the fairways) will be limited to provide 

visual impact throughout the round of golf but not an overly burdensome level of maintenance. 

Lowering the foreground will also improve sightlines into the bunkers, creating views of the improved 

shadowing and sand lines.  

 

Generally, the placement of most proposed bunkers has respected their current locations. This is 

especially true of Loudoun’s greenside bunkers. All of Loudoun’s bunkers will be modified to 

accomplish the design goals outlined earlier. However, select bunkers will undergo more significant 

changes. The Master Plan has shifted, relocated, or removed bunkers entirely to accommodate for 

improvements in golf technology and the length that the ball in now traveling or to improve playability 

of the golf course within the shorter-hitter’s/high-handicap’s landing zone.  

 

The Loudoun bunkering will be reconstructed deeper than the current bunkering due to the  

“flat-bottomed” bunker style that is to be sculpted.  However, the course’s difficulty is not to be 

dramatically changed because the bunkers are to be complimented with exaggerated fairway areas that 

provide “smart-miss” opportunities for players wishing to avoid the sand.    

 

The proposed improvements to the Loudoun bunkering will be exciting. They will be functional, yes, 

but also attractive. Aesthetically, great bunkers are often enhanced by their surroundings. For instance, 

a greenside bunker is always more attractive when positioned next to an artfully sculpted putting 

surface, and a fairway bunker is more dramatic when carved into an elegantly rolling piece of ground. 

Luckily, we are in abundance of both at Loudoun! 

McDonald’s proposed flat-bottom bunkering scheme. 

The previously renovated left greenside bunker on Hole #9 perfectly illustrates the Master Plan’s vision for all bunkers at 
Loudoun Golf & Country Club. 
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Selective Cart Path Improvements 

 

The Master Plan provides for a comprehensive cart path renovation over time.  While all the paths are to be renovated (or at least resurfaced), not all paths need to 

be relocated.  Selective cart path repositioning and reconstruction aims to improve the following: 

 -Ineffective traffic flow or bottleneck areas 

 -Master Plan feature design (tees, bunkers, fairways) 

 -The aesthetics of each hole 

 -Maintenance/service path/restroom connector spurs 

 -Drainage flow (both grading and curbing) 

 -Culvert piping for stream crossings 

 

The Master Plan has strived to not allow the location of the new cart paths to interfere with the beauty of the golf course. We all see enough paved surfaces in our 

day-to-day lives, and Members instead come to the Club to escape those conditions and to appreciate the fine conditioning provided by the Maintenance Staff. The 

proposed cart path plan illustrated in the Master Plan improves accessibility to each hole, while routing paths in a way that limits their visibility. These alteration of 

cart paths also facilitate the proposed design features, primarily the renovation of the formalized, rectangular teeing surfaces. 

 

The Master Plan calls for all the cart paths to eventually be renovated (due to the broken and weathered surfaces of the existing path system), even if they are to 

remain in-place.  The path surfaces are to remain asphalt to allow for these improvements to occur rather seamlessly over many years.  Asphalt’s black color also 

blends more gracefully with the green hues of the golf course when compared to concrete and asphalt is also a more economical choice when compared to 

concrete.  Currently, we are also investigating a “tar and chip” method of re-paving existing paths that will possibly save additional funds going forward.  

The Master Plan not only strives to improve select cart paths, but calls for the relocation of select paths to improve cart traffic, as well as to reduce the amount of 
asphalt seen by the golfer from tee to green. 

The improvement of Loudoun’s deteriorating cart path system will bring about a 
more functional and aesthetically pleasing look to the cart paths. 
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Tree Management 

 

Trees are a significant component of most American golf course landscapes. Good quality tree species, planted in the proper locations, can be spectacular and functional golf course features for generations. On the other hand, poor-quality 

or ill-advised tree plantings can be troublesome for the golf course and those who manage it.  

 

Ash trees are prevalent across the property. Emerald Ash Borer has devastated the tree species throughout the Mid-Atlantic region, and Loudoun is no different. Many of the ash trees on the property have either died or are declining, 

becoming unsightly to Members, and a maintenance issue to the Staff. The Master Plan has highlighted the location of all ash trees on the property.  When necessary, these rapidly declining trees will be removed.  Where appropriate, new 

hardwoods will be planted in their place. 

 

Other trees are scheduled for removal, including many white pines.  These trees are to be removed for many reasons: 

 -To improve the growing environments for tee and green sites 

 -To improve the visual backdrop of green sites 

 -To enhance strategic playability 

 -To enhance exciting vistas across the property 

 -To accommodate other Master Plan design changes 

 

 

Please note that the Master Plan identifies select memorial trees for removal, as many of these trees have been planted much too close to golf features.  The Club is currently developing a plan to incorporate the memorial plaques for these 

trees within a walkway near the clubhouse.  Future memorials will be located within this walkway as well.   

 

McDonald Design Group understands that tree removal (both common and memorial trees) is a sensitive issue with most Clubs.  These tree management decisions have not been made quickly, but instead with much study and 

consideration by Club Consultants, Staff, and Membership Committees. To counter-balance the proposed tree removal, the Master Plan outlines many trees to be planted throughout the property as well.  Primarily, these proposed trees 

are to replace the more desirable ash trees that will soon be lost to enhance strategic golfing value, to improve safety, or to screen undesirable views.  A select palette of hardy and disease resistant hardwoods will be utilized in these areas. 

 

 

Selective tree clearing throughout the golf course will open up magnificent views of different areas of the golf course that are currently blocked. Views of Lake Burton will be enhanced by removing the White Pine trees along the right side of Hole #11 (Left), while memorable views of Holes #11 & 
#12, and Lake Burton will be highlighted with the select removal of trees behind Hole #15 Green. 

Removing select trees will provide enhanced growing 
environments for turf. 

Decaying Ash Trees throughout the golf course will be 
removed. 
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Irrigation System 

 

Loudoun’s current irrigation system is entering its 32nd year of service, which means the system is past due for replacement. Since 1986, many advancements have been 

made in irrigation technology including: 

 -Smaller heads positioned in a tighter spacing pattern that throw smaller volumes of water with more accuracy. 

 -Improved layout control to target specific turf types (e.g. heads specifically installed to irrigate just roughs, greens, or just fairways). 

 -Computerized control of the system not only through the global operating computer, but also each head now has its own micro-computer built within its shell. 

 Not only does this improve diagnostic and troubleshooting efforts, it also allows for the removal of all satellite boxes that currently clutter the golf course. 

 -New HDPE piping has revolutionized the underground water transmission system. New HDPE pipe material has an extremely long life-expectancy and is only 

 joined at unions spaced 500’ apart. (for 2” lateral piping) These unions are fused, not glued. Fewer connection points that are better sealed mean fewer breaks in 

 the future.  

 -New “two-wire” systems allow for more ease in adding on to the system over time 

 

A new irrigation system is vital to the success of the Master Plan. Not only has the irrigation system passed its life expectancy, improving coverage is necessary to 

properly support the proposed course improvements, in turn protecting the Club’s investment. The beauty, visual contrast, and playability of the course will be greatly 

enhanced with a more modern watering system. 

 

The new irrigation system installation will be phased into service in conjunction with the proposed golf course Master Plan improvements.  



 

 16 

Maintenance Facility Improvements 

 

While the Club’s maintenance facilities are not an initial part of the anticipated improvement program, the Master Plan has included a quick study of this compound to be comprehensive of all anticipated future expenditures related to the 

golf operations.  While the Membership’s golf experience takes priority within the plan, these improvements are ultimately necessary as the Club’s infrastructure is deteriorating quickly. 

The proposed improvements include: 

 -Construction of a new golf cart storage barn 

 -Refurbishing the existing cart storage barn for maintenance facility cold storage 

 -Demolishing unsafe buildings within the compound 

 -Construction of new material bins (for storage of sand, topdressing, gravel, etc.) 

 -Dedicated Staff parking areas 

 -Landscape berm to screen views into the maintenance compound from the golf course 

Existing Maintenance Facility Building. Master Plan’s vision for an improved maintenance facility and cart storage. 
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III. Practice Facility Improvements 
 

The importance of investing in Loudoun Golf & Country Club’s practice facilities cannot be overstated. Industry wide, the number of golf rounds is leveling off or 

even declining. While this is happening, the volume of golf practice in increasing. The potential reasons behind this increase are varied: 

 -We all now face increased time pressures. We are working more than ever, traveling more than ever, and supporting family members with their activities and 

 interests. There is simply not as much time to play as many four to five-hour rounds of golf as there once might have been. 

 -Golf is becoming a game of scientific practice. Trackman statistics, swing aids, and video analysis is more accessible and interactive than ever. 

 -Practice facilities are becoming more refined, more realistic compared to on-course conditions, and more inspiring. Dusty “Tin Cup” type practice grounds are 

 no longer acceptable for private membership practice conditions. Golfers now demand true golf conditioning, an effective 19th Hole to hone one’s game. 

 -If properly designed (including informal seating and patio space), well-conceived practice facilities are becoming a new social hub of activity for the golf 

 operation. Perhaps due to the increased time spent practicing, or perhaps due to hand-held technology “breaks” and our non-stop but more informal work 

 scheduling, players are lingering and socializing in these areas.  

Private clubs are realizing this trend. In turn, they are improving their facilities to compete for private membership market share. Improving practice facilities allow the 

following benefits to private clubs: 

 -The ability to attract and retain serious golfers is improved 

 -The ability to attract and retain young and active families is improved as these families are impacted most by the time pressures referenced above. In addition, 

 the potential for spouses and children to be introduced to the game in a non-threatening practice environment is increased as well. 

 -First impressions for the golf facility are improved. This is a simple but important observation. The member or guest’s first impression of the golf course is 

 generally not the first tee box, but it is the driving range, short game area, and putting green. These facilities set the tone for the day’s experience.  

Enhancing Loudoun’s practice facilities will help grow the game for the next generation’s players. 

Practice at the original driving range, current location of the tennis courts 
and Short Game Practice Area. 
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Driving Range Facility 

Loudoun’s existing driving range is less than ideal for two specific reasons.  First, it is a satellite facility, meaning it is not positioned conveniently to the clubhouse/pro shop area.  Secondly, the length of the range is too short for many 

members to practice their longer clubs.  The Master Plan cannot rectify these issues, and for that reason, the plan is rather modest in the proposed improvements scheduled for the range.  Put simply, the potential that exists for the range is 

limited, so the plan doesn’t over invest in the facility.  

The plan focuses on enhancing the Member’s experience while at the range.  This includes a new cart parking area behind the tee line, a new synthetic hitting surface, and more attractive and inspiring target areas to hit to.  Conditioning of 

the range floor will be enhanced through drainage improvements.  The plan also outlines plantings along the left side of the range to bolster the safety buffer that the current white pines provide. 

Short Game Area  

Due to the driving range’s shortcomings that cannot be fixed, McDonald Design Group believes it is important to enhance the short game practice area as much 

as possible to provide the future potential Loudoun Member a true private club practice experience.  The short game area is also somewhat removed from the 

immediate clubhouse campus, so it is vital to provide an amenity that will draw the Membership to the short game practice facility. 

The proposed plan transforms and maximizes the available space for the short game area.  The existing green’s surrounds will be transformed to maximize 

usable practice area and to allow this facility to blend seamlessly with the styling of the rest of the golf course.  A new pitching green is to be constructed as well 

and will utilize a shared fairway approach with the existing green.  Both greens will feature the grass-faced, flat-bottomed bunker design styling.  Near the new 

lower practice green, space has been allowed for a future restroom facility.  These bathrooms will service the short game practice area, the tennis courts, and 

golfers on Hole #7.  The cart and walking path design facilitates this traffic flow.  A modest patio area is planned near the restrooms and the lower green to 

allow for casual practice/casual work/ and socialization with fellow Members as outlined above.  

Due to the existing limitations, the Master Plan looks to enhance the overall experience while at the driving range rather than attempt to provide a longer and more easily accessible range. 

The proposed improvements to the Short Game Facility (Right) will create a destina-

tion for Members to not only practice, but to socialize. The proposed bunkering scheme 

and fairway approach expansions will allow it to blend seamlessly with the golf course, 

providing an environment similar to what is found throughout the golf course. 
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IV. Playability Impacts 
 

While it is impossible to gauge the exact course difficulty impact of the changes to the golf course, this analysis provides a broad outline of the net result. As you review 

the Master Plan’s playability impacts, we encourage you to consider the entire round of golf. Yes, some shots or holes may become more difficult or more forgiving, but 

that impact may be counterbalanced by other improvements later in the round.  

 

Rear Tee Players 

The Blue Markers provide a challenging round of golf despite the lack of excessive scorecard length. The layout’s topography, tight driving corridors, hazards (ponds, 

streams, trees, and even gravity), green size (as well as orientation/depth) all help keep scores in check.  Following completion of the Master Plan, McDonald Design 

anticipate a modest increase in difficulty for the rear tee players due to: 

 -92 yards of additional length for the Blue Tee golfers. This length is being introduced with strategic angles of play as well. 

 -Repositioned fairway bunkers that are to challenge the longer players. 

 -Tapered fairway widths that force increased accuracy the longer one hits the ball.  

 -Green perimeter enlargements that allow for the increased potential for tucked hole locations. 

 -These increases in challenge will be somewhat counterbalanced by select tree removal on the course and increased fairway approach width. 

Modest green expansions, similar to the proposed expansion on Hole #1, not only provide increased 
cuppable area, but allows for more opportunities for tucked pin positions.  

The topography and tight playing corridors in which Loudoun Golf & Country Club is routed 
provides much of the challenge today from the rear tees. 

Additional length on select holes, including Hole #9, along 
with the shifting of select rear tees, and fairway bunker 

adjustments will provide an added strategic challenge for the 
Club’s longer hitters. 
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Mid Tee Players 

McDonald Design Group anticipates a negligible (if any) impact to the overall difficulty of the golf course.  For instance, fairways and approaches are to be widened, but the repositioned bunkers will become modestly deeper.  Thus, 

although the net difficulty isn’t altered much, the opportunity to create more clearly defined smart-miss/short-sided misses options for the player will be enhanced.  This will lead to a more strategic and engaging round of golf for the 

thoughtful player.   

 

Forward Tee Players 

Forward tee players, both men and women, will enjoy an enhanced experience at Loudoun. Overall, we anticipate a more forgiving layout for this group due to the following: 

 -Forward tees have been relocated to provide more advantageous angles and lengths into the landing areas. 

 -Fairway landing areas will be widened to provide a more forgiving line of play.  

 -Fairway bunkers will be placed to allow for more open landing zones for High-Handicap players. The overall goal of the plan’s hazard placement is to balance the design by challenging better players while allowing lesser skilled 

 players to successfully advance their ball. 

 -Select fairway approaches have been widened to again allow for run-up approaches. This allows High-Handicappers to utilize the ground game more often to run their ball onto the putting surface.  

The removal of the right greenside bunker will allow for an approach 

expansion that will provide a “smart miss” route for High-Handicap players. 
The expanded left approach on Hole #2 not only will create a unique “formal 

lawn” feature, but will provide an area for High-Handicap players to utilize 

the short game hitting into the green. 

The new forward tee on Hole #8 will blend in gracefully with the leading edge 

of the fairway, while providing an improved angle of play into the fairway. The 

fairway expansion will provide a more welcoming landing area. 
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All Players 

The Master Plan outlines a golf course that is more FUN for all players: 

 -The current golf course features a spread of 1,259 yards between the Blue and Red Tee Markers. The Master Plan widens that spread to 1,945 yards. This  increase, along with the added tee marker, allows for more enjoyment of 

 the course by the fringes (the lowest and highest handicappers) at the Club. 

 -The consistency of the course will be improved through investments in infrastructure (drainage, irrigation, bunker construction, etc.). These improvements will  allow Staff to prepare the golf course in a more consistent manner 

 regardless of weather extremes. 

 -The addition of select and strategic fairway widths will create interesting line-of-play options for the thoughtful player. 

 -The beauty of the course will be augmented through landscape (both through addition and subtraction of landscape elements) and cart path improvements. 

 -The inspiring fairway/tee grassing schemes will enhance the golf experience, especially for the walking player. 

 -The visual definition of each hole will be improved. Healthier rough turf will frame each hole. Naturalized turf areas will aid in framing and contrast of the course. Bold bunkering will also frame the landing areas. This contrast will 

 create a more inspiring golf experience. 

 -Don’t forget the practice facilities! The improved facilities will greatly increase the FUN of the golf experience at Loudoun Golf & Country Club. 

The proposed modifications to Holes #4 & #16 are prime examples of how the Master Plan’s vision will provide a more strategically challenging golf course for the Club’s Low-

Handicap players, wile providing a course that is more enjoyable to play for the Club’s High-Handicap players. 
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V. Scorecard 
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VI. Hole-By-Hole Analysis 
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The construction of a new Blue Teeing area, along with the removal of the existing rear and forward tees to the left of the cart path, will 

provide an improved teeing angle into the landing area. The addition of the new Gold Tee area, along with the expanded leading fairway 

edge, will provide High Handicappers the opportunity to play a less challenging tee shot. Tree removal around the teeing areas will 

address turf health issues. 

Selectively removing trees to the right of the fairway will highlight the existing creek. Not only will golfers be able to enjoy the view, but 

they will have improved views of errant shots entering the creek. Re-shaping the creek bank will not only make the creek more 

aesthetically pleasing, but improve erosion issues. 

 The large swale located in the fairway landing area, once the original creek bed, will be filled in, with drainage installed to improve turf 

conditions. This will create a more receptive landing area. 

Removing the right greenside bunker alleviates concerns of skulled bunker shots careening onto Main Street. The Master Plan’s vision of 

implementing approach expansions, bail-out areas, and run-off areas is illustrated here. The expanded approach will provide High 

Handicappers a “smart miss” to the right. The left greenside bunker will be reconstructed to math the flat bottomed bunkering style 

illustrated throughout the Master Plan. 

The green will be expanded slightly to recapture lost cupping areas, along with creating challenging pin positions, especially to the left-rear 

of the green. 

Hole #1 Tee, formerly Hole #7 in the 1930’s. 

The swale that runs through Hole #1 fairway, the original creek 
bed which now runs between Holes #1 & #2. 

Hole #1 (formerly Hole #7) with the original creek bed running through the fairway, 1937 
The old Dillon House is located to the left of the green. 

Hole #1, Present Day. 
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The enlargement and formalization of  the existing teeing areas will create a more practical and efficient use of  tee square footage. Again, 

the new Gold Tee will negate the difficulty of  the dogleg, creating a less challenging tee shot for High Handicappers. A slight rerouting of  

the cart path will allow for new tee construction, as well as better access to all teeing areas. 

Hardwoods will be planted along the right side of the tee complexes, as well as to the right of the fairway along the creek. These trees will 

create a buffer from errant shots from Hole #1, as well as force golfers to play more to the left, decreasing the chance of errant tee shots 

onto Hole #1. These trees will replace the declining Ash Trees. 

The new bunkering scheme down the right side of the fairway will challenge the Club’s longer hitters. Aggressive tee shots that carry the 

bunker complex will have a shorter line of play into the green. This bunker complex will reinforce the goal of forcing golfers to play more 

to the left. With the left fairway bunker removed, along with an expanded fairway landing area, golfers will have a more receptive “safe 

route” to the left. 

With the removal of the left greenside bunker, the approach will be expanded to the left to create a formal lawn feature. Not only will this 

create a beautiful landscape, but it will provide golfers a “safe miss” to the left of the green. Relocating the cart path farther to the left will 

allow for this expansion. 

The right & rear greenside bunkers will be reconstructed to match the Master Plan’s bunker design style, while the green will be expanded 

modestly to recapture cuppable  area. 

Behind the green will be a new club fitting area. This will allow the Club Pro to go through the club fitting process with members and 

analyze their swings, all while there is no play. 

The existing tees are not efficient when it comes to usable teeing space. Creating 
more formal, rectangular teeing areas will rectify this problem. 

The left side of Hole #2 green complex lends itself perfectly for an expanded approach. This will illustrate the Master Plan’s 
mission to provide interesting recovery shots into the green, along with creating a “formal lawn” feature tying in with the 

clubhouse and entry drive to the left. 

The Master Plan calls for the removal of trees along the creek found between Holes #1 & #2. This work has recently 
been complete, creating a more clean and elegant view of the creek. Modest regrading of the creek bank will not only 

make the creek more aesthetically pleasing, but will improve erosion issues. 
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Due to the blind tee shot that current exists, the entire tee complex is to be re-built and shifted to best align the golfers towards the 

middle of  the fairway. To further enhance this, a low mowed “dew walk” path will be incorporated to aid in aiming tee shots. The current 

slope to the left of  the tees will be filled in to improve access to the teeing areas. The adjacent cart path will be shifted to accommodate 

for grading around the teeing areas, while also enhancing access to all tees.  

Hole #3 showcases the first instance where naturalized areas are implemented. These areas will help frame the hole, as well as decrease 

the maintenance required in these out of  play areas. 

The approach will be regraded modestly to facilitate run-up shots onto the green. The modest grading will also improve surface drainage 

around the green. To further improve surface drainage around the green, the memorial trees to the left will be removed to allow for 

regrading. Though the memorial trees throughout the property are important to the Club, the Members in which these trees memorialize 

can be remembered at a new dedicated memorial area closer to the clubhouse. The removal of these trees will also create a less cluttered 

backdrop and open views of Hole #4 in the distance. 

Greenside bunkers will be reconstructed, with the right greenside bunker being converted to two bunkers. The Master Plan strives to 

create variety in shape, size, and number of bunkers throughout the golf course, giving each hole its own characteristics differentiating it 

from the others.  The front of the green will be enlarged modestly to provide additional cupping area. 

Though not a blind tee shot in this instance, the “dew walk” path aids in 
aiming tee shots to the desired landing area. These paths also enhance the 
formalized look of the teeing areas that is called for throughout the Master 

Plan. 

With the removal of the memorial trees to the left of the green, along with the reconstruction of 
the left greenside bunker, improved surface runoff can be achieved through modest grading 

work. This will also open up beautiful views of Hole #4 in the distance. 
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A new Blue Teeing area will be constructed, lengthening the hole by 9 yards. This increase in yardage will challenge the Club’s longer 

hitters, along with creating variety in hole length for the Par 4’s. New hardwoods will be planted to the left of  the new Blue Tee to provide 

a safety buffer from Hole #9. The new teeing areas will be shifted slightly to the left to allow for regrading to improve access to these tees. 

The cart path routing will be simplified along the tees. Naturalized turf  areas will once again be introduced to help frame the hole. 

The fairway will be expanded to the right to better receive tee shots from the new teeing angle. This expansion will recapture the “speed 

slot”, allowing golf balls to get extra roll down the fairway. To challenge the Club’s longer hitters, a new left fairway bunker will be 

constructed, angled in a way to enhance Low Handicapper challenge. New fairway drainage will improve turf conditions, creating a more 

receptive landing area. The selective removal of trees to the right of the fairway will open magnificent views of Lake Burton and         

Hole #11. 

The right greenside bunker will be rebuilt and expanded to guard more of the right-front portion of the green. A new bail-out area to the 

left and rear of the green will provide a “smart miss”, creating multiple recovery shot options into the green. The bail-out area will then 

blend gracefully into the shared Blue/White Tee on Hole #5. This grassing plan will be highlighted throughout the Master Plan, 

enhancing the connectivity between holes. 

The existing Ash Trees behind the green provide a buffer between the Golf Club and neighboring houses. As these trees decline, new 

hardwoods will be planted, continuing to provide protection for the neighboring houses from errant shots into Hole #4 green. 

Shifting the cart path to the left will accommodate for the left approach expansion that will provide a “smart miss” option 
off the green. The decaying Ash Trees behind the green will also be removed, creating a less cluttered backdrop to the uphill 

green site. 

Drainage throughout #4 fairway will improve chronic drainage problems, creating a more receptive landing area. The 
proposed left-fairway bunker will provide a strategic challenge for the Club’s longer hitters, while the expanded fairway will 

create a more friendly landing area for High Handicap players. 
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The Blue/White Teeing area will be rebuilt and realigned to better utilizing the square footage of  teeing space with a more formal, 

rectangular shape. The new teeing area will be moved forward to help emphasize the “Postage Stamp” hole design. The bail-out area from 

Hole #4 will blend gracefully into the teeing area from the left. A new Black/Green/Gold Teeing area will be constructed, aligned to give 

High Handicapper’s a safer line of  play into the “Postage Stamp” green. A continuous cart path routing along the left side of  the hole will 

remove all view of  the cart path between the teeing areas and the green. 

A maintenance path will be introduced off  the new cart path, allowing staff  to reach the nursery green. 

Naturalized turf areas will once again me utilized, framing the hole and bringing a variety of color, texture, and turf height to the hole. 

These areas will also blend into two of the greenside bunkers, creating more variety in bunkering shape and edging. Removing select trees 

to the left and behind the green will create a less cluttered backdrop behind the green.  

The fairway approach will be completely removed, with five greenside bunkers constructed to guard the green, which will be modestly 

reduced in size. This is the classic look of the “Postage Stamp” hole design, a short Par 3 that requires a very accurate iron shot. This hole 

lends perfectly to this design theory, being the shortest Par 3 on the course. A new bail-out area will be introduced, blending gracefully 

into the Blue/White and Black teeing areas on Hole #6.   

The 8th Hole at Royal Troon, known as “Postage Stamp”, is the template for this Par 3 design. 
At only 123 yds from the rear Championship Tee, it is the shortest Par 3 on the Open 
Championship Rota, along with being considered as the hardest hole at Royal Troon. 

The 11th Hole at Shinnecock Hills has a similar layout to Hole #5. This is a great example of an uphill Par 3 with the implementation of native grass and 
bunkering scheme that the Master Plan calls for. 

Current view of Hole #5 from teeing area. 

The rear approach runoff from Hole #4 will blend gracefully into the new Blue & White Tee, 
enhancing the connectivity between both holes. 
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A new Blue/White Teeing area will be constructed, with the bail-out area from Hole #5 blending in from the left. This grassing plan will also connect to the Black Teeing area, which will remain unchanged. The cart 

path routing will be altered to improve direct access to all teeing areas. Here will be the first of  many instances where rough walking paths bordered by naturalized turf  will be introduced. These create intimate walking 

paths for golfers between shots, and will be used to connect holes as well. 

Hardwoods will be planted sporadically to take place of  declining and removed Ash Trees. These trees will help provide a safety buffer for the neighboring houses down the right of  the fairway, as well as signify the 

location of  the creek to the left of  the fairway. 

Once across the creek, the leading edge of the fairway will be expanded, giving High Handicappers a more receptive landing area. To challenge the Club’s Low Handicappers, a right fairway bunker will be constructed 

into the existing slope, enhancing the Low Handicapper’s challenge in playing their second shot to the right for an easier approach shot into the green.  

The fairway approach will be regraded and expanded to the left, along with the front left portion of the green, to force miss-hit aggressive shots to funnel to the left. This will create a more demanding third shot onto the 

putting surface. The left greenside bunker is to be rebuilt to correspond to the Master Plan’s bunkering scheme. The right greenside bunker will be removed, with the area regraded to act as a kicker slope, pushing miss-

hit balls to the left onto the putting surface. The right approach will also be shifted to the left, creating more space between the fairway approach and the cart path.   

The new bail-out area behind Hole #5 Green (Far Left) will blend gracefully into the new Blue & 
White Tee, as well as the existing Black Tee. Naturalized turf will be introduced, framing the teeing 
areas and creating a natural walking path between tees. The expanded fairway approach (Left and 

Above) will force miss-hit aggressive shots to funnel away from the green. Removing the right greenside 
bunker will create a kicker slope to aid miss-hit shots to the left to roll onto the green. 
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The expansion and formalization of  the Blue/White/Black Teeing area will correspond with the Master Plan’s goal to enhance the utilization of  teeing space throughout the golf  course. The cart path will be altered to 

accommodate this enlargement. The construction of  the new Green/ Gold Teeing area will provide High Handicappers a less challenging tee shot to an uphill green complex. Again, a rough walking path through 

naturalized turf  areas will be introduced to the left of  the teeing areas, connecting Hole #6 with Hole #7.  

To the right of the teeing area is the Short Game Area, as well as proposed restrooms. A new cart path will be added to provide access to both. 

Surrounding the green complex is a large group of White Pines. These trees separate sections of the golf course, along with becoming maintenance headaches with the amount of debris they produce. The Master Plan 

calls for the removal of these White Pines wherever possible to link holes together, and to create improved views throughout the golf course. Removing the White Pines behind #7 green will not only create a less 

cluttered backdrop, but will allow for the implementation of a rear bail-out area behind the green, which then blends in gracefully with the White Teeing area on Hole #8. New hardwoods will be planted in place of the 

removed White Pines to the left of Hole #7 to provide a safety buffer for the Black/Green Teeing area on Hole #8. 

The front-left & front-right greenside bunkers will be rebuilt to correspond with the Master Plan’s bunkering scheme, along with the construction of a new right-rear greenside bunker. The green will be modestly 

expanded to recapture old green footprint, and to increase usable cupping area. The cart path routing will be altered to accommodate for the new bail-out area behind the green, along with improving access to the teeing 

areas on Hole #8. 

Not only have the White Pines surrounding #7 green completely removed connectivity with Hole #8, but they have 
become unsightly after years of storms removing sections of the trees. 

Removing the White Pines behind Hole #7 Green creates an opportunity to enhance the connectivity between Holes 
#7 & #8 with the introduction of a rear fairway approach blending seamlessly into Hole #8 White Tee. 
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The entire tee complex is to be rebuilt and shifted to the left to lessen the severity of  the right dogleg. A new Blue teeing area will be 

constructed to enhance the Low Handicapper’s challenging tee shot, along with providing more variety in yardage for the Par 4s. The bail-

out area behind Hole #7 will blend in gracefully into the newly constructed White Teeing area. The Black/Green Teeing area will 

constructed to the left to lessen the severity of  the dogleg right. This will also be the case for the Gold Teeing area, which will blend in 

gracefully with the leading edge of  the fairway. 

The new cart path routing will provide access to and from the parking circle, located in front of  the clubhouse. This will provide more 

direct access for staff, as well as Members to this section of  the golf  course. The cart path will also be routed to provide improved access 

to all teeing areas. 

During the design process this hole presented the best opportunity to create a “Fortress” hole design. This design philosophy revolves 

around the idea of having the green either guarded by bunkers on all sides with no fairway approach, or having the green surrounded by 

rough grass, with no fairway approach to run shots onto the green. With the green sitting at the top of the hill, approach shots that come 

up short find themselves running back down the hill. Removing the approach in this situation would prevent short shots from running 

back down the hill, along with creating more demanding recovery shots into the green. To provide more visibility of the green surface, the 

front of the green will be expanded to create a false-front tongue. The right greenside bunker will be rebuilt to highlight the Master Plan’s 

bunkering scheme. The cart path will be shifted to the left to create a bail-out area to the left of the green to collect miss-hit second shots, 

providing multiple recovery shot options off the green. Another bail-out area will be incorporated to the right of the green, which will 

blend in with the White Teeing area on Hole #9. Regrading will occur behind the green, creating a modest mound to break up the two 

bail-out areas. 

The row of White Pines behind the green will be removed to not only create a less cluttered backdrop, but to improve the turf growing 

environment for the green.  

With its perched position, the 8th Green provides the perfect setting for the “Fortress” hole design. The removal of Pine Trees behind the green will provide a less cluttered backdrop, while also accommodating for the sift in cart path position and green 
surround regrading. 

The existing shot angle off the tee creates a 
severe left-to-right dogleg that is difficult for 

High-Handicap players to navigate. 
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The Blue & White Teeing areas will be rebuilt and shifted to the right, creating a more challenging tee shot into the fairway landing area. To achieve this, 

selective tree removal will occur. The bail-out area to the right of  Hole #8 green will blend in gracefully with the new White Teeing Area. The existing White 

Teeing area will be reduced in size and squared, providing an alternative teeing area for the White Tees. The extra soil from the existing teeing area will be 

utilized elsewhere during the construction process. A new Black/Green/Gold Teeing area will be constructed to the right of  the existing forward tee, 

providing a less challenging tee shot for High Handicappers. The cart path will be rerouted to provide access to the new teeing areas. Naturalized turf  areas 

will be incorporated throughout the new teeing areas, creating a dramatic view from the new tees. A rough grass walking path will be implemented through 

the native areas to connect the teeing areas with the fairway. 

A new right fairway bunker will be constructed, enhancing the difficulty of  tee shots down the right side of  the fairway from the new Blue & White Teeing 

areas. The expanded landing area will reward successful tee shots carrying this bunker, as the green will best receive shots from the right side of  the fairway . 

To challenge the Club’s longer hitters, two left fairway bunkers will be constructed, forcing Low Handicappers to choose between laying up in the wide 

portion of  the landing area, or playing an aggressive left-to-right tee shot to the right side of  the fairway, providing an easier shot angle into the green. 

The right greenside bunker will be removed, allowing for the introduction of  a right bail-out area to receive miss-hit second shots. A bail-out area will also be 

introduced to the left of  the green as well. This bail-out area will also act as a “formal lawn” feature behind the clubhouse. Above this, the area behind the 

clubhouse will be regraded to create a flat terrace seating/event area. A new rear greenside bunker will be constructed, fitting in with the shape of  the flat 

terrace. 

The fairway landing area lends itself to the introduction of a new fairway bunkering scheme aimed to create 
a more thought provoking tee shot. 

The previously renovated left greenside bunker (Top) is a prime example of the Master Plan’s vision 
for the comprehensive bunker renovation plan throughout the golf course. 
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The entire tee complex is to be rebuilt to improve access to each teeing area, better utilize tee square footage, and to remove the 

wooden retaining walls supporting the existing teeing areas. The cart path will be relocated to the left to allow for new tee 

construction, and to provide space for grading left of  the teeing areas, enhancing access to each teeing area. An alternate Black/

Green Teeing area will be constructed to the right to provide an alternate shot angle to the green, as well as providing additional 

Par 3 teeing space. Selective tree removal will occur to provide space for this alternate teeing area. Naturalized turf  areas will be 

introduced to the right of  the tee complex, as well as to the right of  the hole to help frame the golf  hole, and create dramatic 

views from the teeing areas. A rough grass walking path will be implemented to enhance the golfing experience for walking 

golfers.    

The fairway approach will be expanded to provide more run-up shot options onto the green surface. Drainage will be installed to 

improve the chronic drainage issues in the approach.  

The two greenside bunkers will be rebuilt to create one large greenside bunker, corresponding the to the bunkering scheme 

highlighted throughout the Master Plan. The green will be expanded modestly to the front provide more cuppable area. A new 

right greenside bunker will be constructed at the base of  the hill to the right of  the green, which will be regraded to lessen the 

severity of  the existing slope. This grading work will also aid in moving runoff  around the green surface. Select tree removal will 

allow this grading work to commence, while also creating a less cluttered backdrop behind Hole #10 & Hole #15 green, as well 

as improving the growing environment for turf. 

The location of #10’s rear tee was the original #1 teeing area in the 1930’s. Before the second 
nine holes were constructed, #10 played as the Par 4 1st Hole. 

The built up tee complex will be completely rebuilt, removing the railroad ties and regrading the teeing areas to blend in 
with the surrounding grades. 

The existing slope to the right of Hole #10 Green will be regraded to provide a more gentle slope leading into the green. 
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The Black/Green Teeing area will be expanded and formalized to enhance the utilization of  teeing space. The new Gold Teeing area will 

be constructed to provide a more receptive shot angle into the landing area, while blending in gracefully with the leading edge of  the 

fairway. 

The views from the teeing areas and fairway will dramatically change. Naturalized turf  will be introduced around the teeing areas and right 

side of  the fairway to frame the hole, improving the visual definition and framing of  the hole. Selective tree clearing will also commence 

down the right of  the fairway. Not only will specimen trees be highlighted, but the clearing of  trees will open dramatic views of  Lake 

Burton down the entire right side of  the hole.  

Two fairway bunkers will be constructed to not only act as an aiming point to “The Bowl”, but to penalize miss-hit shots through the 

landing area. “The Bowl” will be regraded modestly to provide a fairway connection to the lower approach . This fairway connection will 

allow shots to run through “The Bowl” and down into the approach, providing a shorter shot into the green. The lower approach will be 

expanded to provide a larger bail-out area to the left of  the creek. Drainage will be installed to improve the chronic drainage issues in this 

area.  

The green surround will be regraded, creating several rough grass hollows. These hollows will create multiple recovery shot options 

around the green. Drainage will be installed in these areas to help improve the chronic drainage issues in this area. The approach will also 

be shifted to mirror the curves of  the creek, as well as the expanded fairway approach on the opposite side of  the creek. To further 

improve the drainage issues, a French Drain system will be installed at the base of  the dam. The existing Willow Trees will be removed to 

allow for regrading and drainage installation. The cart path to the left of  the green will be shifted to allow for regrading and drainage 

installation. The steep slope behind the green will be regraded to aid in the construction of  the new Blue Tee on Hole #12. Two new 

greenside bunker will be constructed into the landform, guarding the rear of  the green. Native areas will be introduced along the steep 

slope behind the green, and along side the dam to the right of  the green.   

With its location at the base of Lake Burton Damn and the existing creek, the lower section of Hole #11 is by far the most chronically wet area of the entire golf course. 

Hole #11 Green, originally Hole #2 Green  1930’s. 

“The Bowl” will be enhanced with a new left fairway bunker complex, along with modest regrading to allow players to 
run shots down to the lower section of the hole. 
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The entire tee complex will be rebuilt to the right of  the existing teeing areas to best align the player for a more forgiving line of  play. The cart path will be rerouted to the left side of  the new teeing areas to allow for the 

new tee construction. Naturalized turf  areas will be introduced to the right of  the teeing areas to frame the tees, as well as cut down on everyday mowing for staff  on this steep slope. The landscaping surrounding the 

Green Teeing area will be removed to accommodate for the enlargement and formalization of  the teeing area. The new Gold Tee will blend gracefully into the leading edge of  the fairway.  

The fairway landing area will be expanded to the left, further providing a more receptive line of  play from the tee. Drainage will be installed to improve the chronic drainage issues in this area, making it more receptive. 

To the left of  the fairway, a rough grass maintenance path will be introduced, with naturalized turf  framing the path. This path will allow staff  to move from hole-to-hole without disturbing play around the green. 

The fairway approach will be expanded to the left to create multiple shot options from just outside the green. To accommodate for this, the cart path will be rerouted to cross the creek earlier, but still provide access to 

the green complex. A new bail-out area will be introduced to the left-rear section of  the green to not only provide multiple recovery shot options, but to act as an alternate Blue Teeing area for Hole #13. The left 

greenside bunker will be rebuilt to illustrate the bunkering scheme laid out in the Master Plan. The right greenside bunker will be converted to three greenside bunkers. This green complex is a great example of  the 

Master Plan’s goal to create variety in bunker size, shape, and number around the green. The front-right section of  the green will be expanded modestly to gain more cuppable area, and to create challenging front pin 

positions with the new bunkering scheme. Naturalized turf  will be introduced to the right of  the green complex to aid in framing the hole, as well as minimizing maintenance needs on the steep slope. Selective tree 

removal will improve the turf  growing environment, along with creating views from Hole #11 teeing areas. The row of  trees behind the green will be removed to create a less cluttered backdrop. 

Constructed in 1986, Lake Burton has created by far the most intimidating tee shot on the golf course! 
The proposed changes to Hole #12 approach are prime examples of the Master Plan’s vision of creating a variety of 

bunker sizes and shapes, and approach expansions. 
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A new Blue teeing area will be constructed to provide a more challenging tee shot for the Club’s longer hitters into the dogleg. The White/

Black Teeing area will be rebuilt and aligned to create a less severe dogleg left. The cart path will be rerouted and simplified to 

accommodate for the new tee construction, and to simplify access to these teeing areas. Select tree removal will also help accommodate for 

the new tee construction. Naturalized turf  areas will be introduced around the tees and to the left of  the hole to frame the hole, and to cut 

down on maintenance requirements on the steep slopes. From the right teeing angle, a new alternate Blue Teeing area will be introduced as 

part of  the new bail-out area off  of  Hole #12 green. 

The cart path will be relocated to the left side of  the fairway, eliminating the possibilities of  tee shot running through the fairway, hitting the 

cart path, and bouncing into the creek. Selective tree removal down the right side of  the hole will help highlight the creek. Drainage will be 

installed throughout the fairway landing area to create a more receptive landing area. A more aggressive line of  play down the left side of  

the fairway will be opened up with tree removal. To the right of  the hole, the existing maintenance path will be regraded and formalized.  

Drainage will be installed throughout the approach to improve chronic drainage issues in this area. Regrading will occur around the green, 

creating a variety of  recovery shots into the green, along with improving surface drainage around the green surface. The green will be 

expanded to recapture cupping area. Naturalized turf  will be introduced here to help frame the green site. Green surround grading will 

include a roll behind the green that will not only facilitate the movement of  surface drainage, but will also provide a visual frame of  

reference for players approaching the green from the fairway.  

For the exception of the bottom section of Hole #11, #13 Fairway is one of the most chronically wet areas of the golf course. New fairway drainage will aid in creating a more receptive landing area. 

Regrading of the green surround, along with newly installed drainage, will provide a more 
playable area around the green. 
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Select tree removal will improve the poor turf  growing conditions at the Blue & White Teeing areas. The cart path will be rerouted to simply cart flow 

and to provide access to each teeing area. The Black/Green Teeing area will be rebuilt and realigned to provide a less demanding tee shot into the right 

dogleg. The new Gold Teeing area will be constructed and blend in gracefully into the leading edge of  the fairway, which will also be lengthened. 

Naturalized turf  areas will be introduced around the teeing areas, with the inclusion of  a rough grass walking path through these areas, enhancing the 

connectivity between Holes #13 & #14. 

The current landing area is extremely narrow and steep. The hillside will be regraded to aid in constructing a right fairway bunker. The fairway landing 

area will then be expanded to the right and around the new fairway bunker. The new fairway landing area design will challenge aggressive tee shots to the 

right, rewarding those who successfully play their tee shot to the right of  the fairway bunker with a shorter route to the green. The trees to the right of  

the fairway will be removed to open the line of  play. Fairway drainage will be installed top improve turf  conditions in the landing area.   

The fairway approach will be expanded, surrounding the entire green. An expanded left fairway approach will provide a “smart-miss” opportunity for 

those not willing to challenge the steep fronting slope. A rear fairway “backboard” will provide additional effective green depth to enhance playability. 

The existing fronting green slope is to be preserved to protect all front pins, as well as providing the unique approach shot into the green that exists 

today. The right approach will blend gracefully into the new Blue Teeing area on Hole #15, enhancing connectivity between the two hole. The cart path 

will be altered to accommodate for the new fairway approach connection. New hardwoods will be planted to the right of  the approach to provide a 

safety buffer for the new Blue Teeing area on Holes #15.  

Hole #14 fairway, originally #5 fairway in the 1930’s. 

The terrain Hole #14 fairway sits on lends itself to the introduction of a new fairway bunker, 
creating a strategic shot option off the tee for the Club’s longer hitters. 

The unique green complex found on Hole #14 will be enhanced by the expansion of the fairway approach 
around the green, providing a large variety in shot options onto the green. 
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A new Blue Teeing area will be constructed, lengthening the hole by 30 yards, creating more variety in yardage for the Par 4’s. The right 

fairway approach from Hole #14 will blend in gracefully into the new teeing area. The White Teeing area will be rebuilt to correspond to 

the Master Plan’s vision of  formalized teeing areas, improving the utilization of  tee space. The shared Black/Green/Gold Teeing area will 

also be expanded and formalized, realigned to provide an improved shot angle into the fairway landing area. The cart path routing will be 

altered, accommodating for new tee construction, and to provide access to the restroom facilities. Select tree removal to the right of  the 

Black/Green/Gold Tee will highlight the specimen White Oak, the tree from which the hole got its name. Naturalized turf  areas will be 

introduced, framing the hole. 

The landing area will be expanded to the right, promoting more run-out so golfers can reach the corner of  the dogleg. Drainage will be 

installed to improve turf  conditions. Selective tree removal down the right side of  the fairway will improve the growing environment for 

turf. 

Both greenside bunkers will be rebuilt to correspond with the Master Plan’s bunker scheme. The green will be expanded modestly to 

provide additional cupping area and to create a more traditional “blocky” green shape. With the left greenside bunker decreasing in size, 

the fairway approach will expand to the left, creating multiple recovery shot options onto the green. The select removal of  trees around 

the green site will accomplish multiple objectives. Specimen trees lost in the heavily wooded area will be highlighted. Airflow and sunlight 

in this area will be enhanced, providing an improved growing environment for turf. Finally, tree removal will create a less cluttered 

backdrop behind the green, opening up dramatic views of  Lake Burton.  

The trees surrounding the green create a poor growing environment for turf, cutting off 
airflow and blocking out sunlight. 

Select tree removal to the right of the forward tee will open up views of the specimen White Oak tree from which the hole gets its name. 

The proposed green expansion on Hole #15 will allow for a challenging back-left pin 
position, guarded by the left greenside bunker.  
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Hole #16 will showcase the greatest amount of  change. The entire tee complex will be rebuilt, shortening the hole from the Blue Tees by 44 yards. This change in yardage will provide a variety of  shot options off  the tee. 

The Club’s Low Handicappers will now have the option to play a safe tee shot into the fairway, or make a run at the green. The White/Black Teeing area will provide enough teeing space to spread out turf  wear from 

both iron and wood tee shots, depending on the golfer’s preferred shot selection. The Gold Teeing area will blend in gracefully with the leading edge of  the fairway. Select tree removal will occur to accommodate for new 

tee construction. The cart path will be altered to provide direct access for all teeing areas. The cart routing will be shifted to the left down the hole, accommodating for the fairway and bunker alterations. Naturalized turf  

areas will be introduced to help frame the hole. The existing teeing areas will be regraded to blend in with the natural landscape.  

Select tree removal down the left side of  the fairway will provide Low Handicapper’s the option of  playing a left-to-right tee shot to the green. The fairway landing area will be enlarged to the right, providing a “safe 

route” for conservative tee shots. A new left fairway bunker will be constructed to defend against aggressive tee shots to the fairway approach. The fairway will be expanded behind the new left fairway bunker to reward 

aggressive tee shots that carry the bunker. Two new right fairway bunkers will also be constructed to defend against aggressive tee shots to the approach, along with catching miss-hit tee shots into the landing area to the 

right. This fairway bunkering style showcases the Master Plan’s vision of  providing a variety of  bunker sizes, shapes, and locations throughout the golf  course, creating challenging shot options for the Club’s Low 

Handicappers. A new hardwood tree will be planted to the right of  the fairway, acting as a marker for golfers to make them decide if  playing an aggressive tee shot to the green is beneficial. This will be known as “No! 

Tree”, the name emulating the “Go! Tree” on Hole #11. 

The left greenside bunker will be rebuilt and reduced in size, allowing for the expansion of  the approach, promoting aggressive tee shot to run-up to the putting surface. The existing right greenside bunker, which has 

already been rebuilt to highlight the Master Plan’s bunkering scheme, will be left unchanged. The green will be expanded to the right, providing more cuppable area, and creating challenging pin locations behind the right 

greenside bunker. Selective tree clearing behind the green will create a less cluttered, “skyline” view from behind the green. 

The Master Plan’s proposed changes to Hole #16 will create a true “risk/reward” Par 4, providing multiple shot options off 
the tee depending on the skill level of each player. 

The 10th Hole at Riviera Country Club in California is 
arguably one of the best examples of a “risk/reward” Par 4. 
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The teeing areas will be left unchanged, for they have previously been renovated to correspond with the Master Plan’s vision of  consistent 

formalized teeing areas. The cart path routing will be simplified, removing the path that runs to the right of  the golf  hole, and improving 

access to all teeing areas. Naturalized turf  areas will be introduced down both sides of  the hole to frame the hole. A rough grass walking 

path will be implemented to enhance connectivity between Holes #16 & #17.  

The previously reconstructed left fairway bunkers will be shifted further to the right, creating a more challenging tee shot for the Club’s 

longer hitters that look to hit through the dogleg. New hardwoods will be planted to the left to replace the declining/removed Ash Trees.  

The fairway approach will be expanded to the left in front of  the green, creating a “bogey route” for High Handicappers to avoid the new 

right greenside bunker. The new greenside bunker will highlight the Master Plan’s bunker scheme, with naturalized turf  bordering the 

right side of  the bunker. The green will be expanded to reclaim old green area, providing more cupping area. This green complex is 

another example of  creating variety throughout the golf  course. Many of  the previous hole designs have called for an enlarged bail-out 

area, or additional fairway approaches to the left, right, or behind the green to give golfers a “safe miss” for miss-hit shots. With the 

addition of  the right greenside bunker and no bail-out area, this complex calls for golfers to play a more accurate shot into the green. The 

cart path to the left will shift to allow for the approach expansion.  

The fairway bunkers on Hole #17 will be shifted into the fairway to provide a more challenging tee shot fo the Club’s 
longer hitters. 

The proposed fairway approach shift to the left will provide a “safe route” for High-Handicap players 
away from the proposed right greenside bunker. 

The previously renovated tees are a prime illustration of the Master Plan’s comprehensive tee 
renovation plan. 
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The cart path routing will be altered to provided improved access to the teeing areas and green, while accommodating for new tee construction. The White/Black Teeing area shape will be formalized to correspond with 

the Master Plan’s vision of  having formalized teeing areas throughout the golf  course. A new Green/Gold Teeing area will be constructed to provide a shorter shot into the green for the Club’s High Handicappers. 

Naturalized turf  areas will be introduced, with a rough grass turf  path to provide an improved walking experience for golfers.  

The fairway approach will be expanded to the right to link into the curves of  the creek, and to provide a more receptive landing area for High Handicappers. The left side of  the approach will also be expanded, allowing 

shots to run-up to the putting surface. New hardwoods will be planted to the left of  the approach to replace the declining/removed Ash Trees, and to provide a safety bunker for the White/Black Teeing area on Hole 

#1. Regrading will occur around the green site, softening the existing embankment behind the green to provide more recovery shot options around the green. The two front greenside bunkers will be rebuilt to 

correspond with the Master Plan’s bunker scheme, while the rear greenside bunker will be converted to two, creating a more dramatic look to the green complex from the teeing areas. The green will be expanded 

modestly to the right, providing additional cupping area, and offering more challenging pin positions behind the front greenside bunkers. Select tree removal to the right of  the hole will open views to the adjacent lake.  

The fairway approach will be shifted to the left, providing an area where golfers can run their ball up onto the putting surface. 
The greenside bunkers will also renovated to correlate with the Master Plan’s comprehensive bunker renovation plan. 

The steep slope behind Hole #18 Green will be softened to provide a more gradual transition from the green             
to the cart path, creating more variety in recovery shots into the green. 
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